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The most common planned gift, a charitable bequest, is a donation made through your will. You 
can choose to leave North York General a specific piece of property, a pre-determined sum of 
money or a percentage of your estate. Planned today, a bequest benefits North York General 
after your death. By carefully planning your bequest, you can eliminate significant taxes payable 
upon your death. Your estate may claim gifts in the year of death equal to 100 percent of your 
net income in that year and the year preceding death.

Through a bequest, you can leave a lasting legacy that will care for your family today and ensure 
the future availability of high quality patient- and family-centred care at North York General.

THE ADVANTAGE OF MAKING A BEQUEST
A gift made through your will is a simple and impactful way of giving. Bequests allow you to 
leave a larger gift to North York General than would be possible during your lifetime. 

The benefits of making a bequest include:
• Satisfaction of providing a future gift while retaining control of your assets during your 

lifetime
• A charitable tax receipt to your estate
• Reduction or elimination of estate taxes through careful planning
• An opportunity to honour or commemorate yourself or a loved one by establishing a 

named endowment fund

STEP BY STEP
Making a bequest is simple:

1. Determine with your professional advisor which type of planned gift will make the most 
philanthropic and financial impact.

2. Speak to your lawyer about drafting your will, an essential step to protect your family’s future 
and to ensure that your assets are distributed according to your intentions, or adding a 
codicil to your existing will to include a bequest to North York General. 

3. Include the appropriate bequest wording in your will. Sample wording for a bequest to 
North York General could be:

“My estate trustees shall pay the sum of $   (or transfer assets with an equal value) to  
North York General Hospital Foundation, Toronto, ON, with charitable registration 
#88875 1245 RR0001 for its own use absolutely.”

Or for a residual bequest:

“My estate trustees shall pay % of the residue of my estate to North York General Hospital 
Foundation, Toronto, ON, with charitable registration #88875 1245 RR0001, for its own use 
absolutely.”

4. Don’t forget to contact us at the Foundation to let us know about your bequest so that we 
can thank you. 
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WHY IT MATTERS
North York General provides 80 per cent of 
the hospital care to people in our community. 
With a rapidly growing and aging population, 
our community’s dependence on the highly 
specialized services at North York General will 
only continue to increase. 

Providing care to more than 400,000 patients 
annually, North York General serves one of the 
most diverse populations in the world. With 
projected growth to over 600,000 patients 
annually within the next 10 years, our hospital 
is planning today to ensure we can continue 
to provide exceptional care to those who 
need us most.

WHY NORTH YORK GENERAL?
Serving a catchment area of over 1.8 million 
residents, North York General is a lifeline to our 
community. As a major regional centre for surgery, 
North York General performs over 38,000 surgical 
procedures annually. We are also home to one 
of Canada’s busiest emergency departments, 
attending to over 100,000 patient visits annually. 

North York General is Toronto’s second busiest 
centre for paediatric care and Ontario’s second 
largest birthing centre, delivering nearly 6,000 
babies annually. Every year, our Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit cares for 400 babies, born as early as 10 
weeks premature. 

In addition to providing specialized inpatient care, our ambulatory programs continue 
to lead by example. Our Family and Community Medicine team has one of the largest 
complements of family physicians in a Canadian hospital. Our partnership with over 300 
family doctors has improved access to basic primary health care services, and often serves 
as a first point of contact for North York General patients. 

North York General was the first h o spital i n  O n tario t o  m e et 1 0 0 p e r c e nt o f  p r ovincial 
surgical wait time targets, including cancer surgery, and we were recognized in 2014 by 
Cancer Care Ontario for having the lowest cancer surgery wait times from the decision-to-
treat to the time of treatment.

For more information about bequests, please contact Dora Boylen-Pabst, 
Vice President, at the Foundation office at 416-756-5898 or 
Dora.Boylen-Pabst@nygh.on.ca


